
 

MDHHS-Housing and Homeless Services is bringing this very important message to 
you regarding mosquito- borne Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE). We ask that you 
please take a moment to review the information carefully in order to help individuals 
stay safe and healthy.  

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Bureau of 
Laboratories has confirmed cases of mosquito- borne Eastern Equine Encephalitis 
(EEE). Currently, there are 8 confirmed cases in residents of Barry, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Cass, Kalamazoo, and Van Buren counties (including 3 fatalities).  

EEE is one of the most dangerous mosquito-borne diseases in the United States, with a 
33 percent fatality rate in people who become ill. This is a life-threatening disease that is 
transmitted through mosquitoes.  Persons younger than age 15 and over age 50 are at 
greatest risk of severe disease following infection. 

“The increasing geographic spread and increasing number of EEE cases in humans 
and animals indicate that the risk for EEE is ongoing,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, 
MDHHS chief medical executive and chief deputy for health. “We continue to urge 
Michiganders to protect themselves against mosquito bites until the first very hard frost.” 

The most effective way to avoid EEE is to prevent mosquito bites.  If you are a PATH 

provider or homeless shelter provider, assist individuals in staying healthy by: 

• Encouraging them to stay inside, particularly between the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 

a.m. as mosquitos are most active in the evening.  

***Encourage individuals to seek shelter and avoid sleeping outside. 

• Having insect repellents available that contain the active ingredient DEET, or 
other U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-approved product AND get 
individuals to apply to exposed skin or clothing, and always follow the 
manufacturer’s directions for use. 

• Getting them to wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants when outdoors. Apply 
insect repellent to clothing to help prevent bites. 

***Provide insect repellent with DEET to individuals who do not access 
shelter. 



• Maintaining window and door screening in shelters to help keep mosquitoes 
outside. 

• Emptying water from mosquito breeding sites around the shelter, such as 
buckets, unused, old tires or similar sites where mosquitoes may lay eggs. Let 
individuals know that they should avoid areas with standing water where 
mosquitoes breed.  

• Use nets and/or fans over outdoor eating areas. 

Signs or Symptoms  

Signs of EEE include the sudden onset of fever, chills, body and joint aches which can 
progress to a severe encephalitis, resulting in headache, disorientation, tremors, 
seizures and paralysis. Permanent brain damage, coma and death may also occur in 
some cases. 

Here is a link to a one-pager with more details about the virus across Michigan: 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/emergingdiseases/Weekly_Arbovirus_Summary_

2019_09_18_19_666223_7.pdf 

If you need additional information or resources to assist your clients, please contact 

MDHHS-Homeless@michigan.gov.  
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